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Education Enhances Sing Sing Residents

Professor Kimora, Ph.D.

John Jay College of Criminal Justice

Since 1992, [ have devoted much of my life
to educating prisoners at various prisons
and jails in the United States and Canada.
This work is challenging and extremely
interesting. There is no such thing as a dull
moment when I teach inmates. For example,
the students in such classes openly challenge
the material, and they do it with a sense of
intelligence that 1s not often found in the
regular classroom. In addition, many of the
prisoners suffer from mental illnesses, so that
keeps me on my toes too.

I teach at Sing Sing becauseitis necessary. |
teach at Sing Sing because the majority of the
inmates will someday be released to society.
If they are not educated on various subjects,
chances are they will offend again, or worse,
they may hurt you or someone you love, 1

If the reentry process is successful, there are
benefits in terms of both public safety and the
long-term reintegration of the ex-prisoner.
Public safety gains are typically measured
in terms of reduced recidivism. Reintegration
outcomes would include increased participa-
tion in social institutions such as the labor
force, families, communities, schools, and
religious institutions. There are financial and
social benefits associated with both kinds
of improvements (Travis, Solomon, & Waul,
2001, pg. 1).

Approximately 600,000 individuals — about
1,600 a day — will be released from state and
federal prisons this year to return to their
communities (A.J. Beck, 2000). It 1s clear to
me from my work at Sing Sing that the vast
majority of these people being released to

want to do ev-
erything with-
1N MYy power as
an educator, a
professor, and
a compassion-

«education has to liberate the prisoner so

that he or she will literally be free to think

and to act in a non-oppressive manner that
empowers him or her.

society are not
going to thrive,
let alone stay
out of trouble.

Nearly two-

ate human be-
ing to equip prisoners with skills to thrive
in society.

Reentry is a hot topic in the field of correc-
tions today. Here is a definition of re-entry:

We define “reentry’” as the process of leaving

prison and returning to society. All prison-
ers experience reentry irrespective of their
method of release or supervision, if any. So
both prisoners who are released on parole
and those who are released wher their prison
term expires experience reentry.

thirds of released prisoners are expected to
be rearrested for a felony or serious misde-
meanor within three years of their release.
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