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A Map Through The Maze

Nothing empowers like the big picture!
This psycho-social map of the correctional
experience documents predictable social
and emotional stages for positive use of
incarceration, overcoming alienation and
rage, and encouraging personal growth.
Includes compassionate advice for families
and loved ones. Ideal for inmate orienta-
tion as well as a wide range of life skills
and social development programming.

119 pages
$9.95 single copy

Contact OPEN for quantity discount information.

“I've been in and out of prison since
1988, haven’t missed a year yet. | am
tired of this type of life and this book has
motivated me to change my thinking

process and the way I perceive things.”
— Inmate,

PA Department of Correction,
Houtzdale, PA
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“l just finished reading A Map Through
the Maze and the book was so helpful
because itis so real! No hidden riddles!
Finding this book was like finding a gold
mine! Thanks again!”

—Inmate,
Southern Desert Correctional Center,
Indiana Springs, NV

For pricing and ordering information, please contact:

OPEN, INC. 972-271-1971
P.O.Box 472223 1-800-966-1966
Garland, TX 972-278-5884 Fax

75047-2223

www.openinc.org
email:
info@openinc.org
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BEATING THE SYSTEM
“Little brother, beating the system is the name of this
game!”

Every convict searches for ways to defeat the “sys-
tem.” But just how does a person really get over? I've
asked myself this question for 26 years. Do you
become a jail house lawyer or a militant reformer, dig
a hole under the east wall, or do dope deals over the
pay phones? Or are there better ways? Just what does
one have to do to“beat the system”?

If you go to war with the Man, what happens? In
comes the goon squad to strum on your head. If it’s a
riot, up drives the national guard. If the weekend war-
riors cannot do the trick, they call in the army to drop
the hammer.The body count is always the same.The
Man: a few, mostly innocent bystanders. Convicts:
MANY, most also just innocent bystanders. Therefore,
direct physical assault achieves nothing but a blood
bath. Plus it gives the administration an excuse to
tighten the screws yet another turn!

Note:l am not saying you should just roll over and
play dead. But be careful not to draw your sword and
step off into quicksand. Maintaining your dignity is
one thing, but setting yourself up for a fresh dime or a
load of #00 buckshot is just plain silly. If you really
think that making your problems worse is a way to
make them better, | suggest you reconsider.| know
one con whose way of getting over was to make a
hundred grand selling truck loads of dope from inside
the walls. He actually did it. Of course, he is still doing

So if you really want to beat the system, two
things are necessary: you’ve got to out-live them
and outgrow them! This means using every drop of
energy and every opportunity to improve yourself on
every possible level. Because until you learn to grow
beyond the maze, you are doomed to remain a resi-
dent of some high security tomb with well-polished
floors.

GROWTH IS THE KEY

“Change is certain, growth is optional.”

Change Is Certain

Going to prison is like being sent to a hostile alien
planet, where you face a long series of extreme hard-
ships and strange, unnatural ways of thinking and act-
ing. It’s a three-shift graveyard full of distant memories
and false dreams. A prisoner looks around and thinks,
“There ain’t nothing happening here but fools talking
trash!” And, in fact, all you actually see and hear are
people constantly shuffling to cope with day-to-day
survival.

But that’s only on the surface of things. While
every day brings the same old boring routine, what's
going on inside of people never stands still. Like any
war zone, a prison is a place which demands change!
The question is, what types of changes are going to
occur inside of YOU? Will they be positive or negative?
Useful or harmful? Will you come out of it better able
to cope and be content, or end up a stone basket
case?

— from A Map Through The Maze, page 7
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the extra 25 without parole they dropped on him.In
the end the only thing he “beat” was himself.
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